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Pilot of the month: 

 
Jake Bolotin 

 

 
 

 

 

I first meet Jake about a year ago at the 

flying field. He and I hit it off right away 

that day. We both had our nitro’s out 

and spent the afternoon ripping up the 

sky. Since then we have flown and built 

planes together. Our last project was the 

fomie 3-D planes.  

Jake is kind of quiet at first, but once you 

get to know him he is quite funny as well 

as smart. He is always willing to help 

others and with his years of experience 

in r/c he is more than qualified.  

One thing I have noticed about Jake is 

he is a team player; he makes all the 

meetings and is always willing to help 

the club. 

 

 

I look forward to spending more time 

with him and would encourage you guys 

to get to know him as well. I would also 

like to add a big thank you for all the 

parts and help this past year, so Thank 

You Jake. 
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Aircraft of the month: 

 

 

Curtiss P-40 Warhawk 

 

The Curtiss P-40 Warhawk was an 

American single-engine, single-seat, all-

metal fighter and ground attack aircraft 

that first flew in 1938. The P-40 design 

was a modification of the previous 

Curtiss P-36 Hawk which reduced 

development time and enabled a rapid 

entry into production and operational 

service. The Warhawk was used by the 

air forces of 28 nations, including those 

of most Allied powers during World War 

II, and remained in front line service 

until the end of the war. It was the third 

most-produced American fighter, after 

the P-51 and P-47; by November 1944, 

when production of the P-40 ceased, 

13,738 had been built, all at Curtiss-

Wright Corporation's main production 

facilities at Buffalo, New York. 

Warhawk was the name the United 

States Army Air Corps adopted for all 

models, making it the official name in 

the United States for all P-40s. The 

British Commonwealth and Soviet air 

forces used the name Tomahawk for 

models equivalent to the P-40B and P-

40C, and the name Kittyhawk for models 

equivalent to the P-40D and all later 

variants. 

P-40s first saw combat with the British 

Commonwealth squadrons of the Desert 

Air Force (DAF) in the Middle East and 

North African campaigns, during June 

1941. The Royal Air Force's No. 112 

Squadron was among the first to operate 

Tomahawks, in North Africa, and the 

unit was the first Allied military aviation 

unit to feature the "shark mouth" logo, 

copying similar markings on some 

Luftwaffe Messerschmitt Bf 110 twin-

engine fighters.  

The P-40's lack of a two-stage 

supercharger made it inferior to 

Luftwaffe fighters such as the 

Messerschmitt Bf 109 or the Focke-Wulf 

Fw 190 in high-altitude combat and it 

was rarely used in operations in 

Northwest Europe. Between 1941 and 
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1944, however, the P-40 played a 

critical role with Allied air forces in 

three major theaters: North Africa, the 

Southwest Pacific and China. It also had 

a significant role in the Middle East, 

Southeast Asia, Eastern Europe, Alaska 

and Italy. The P-40's performance at 

high altitudes was not as critical in those 

theaters, where it served as an air 

superiority fighter, bomber escort and 

fighter bomber. Although it gained a 

post-war reputation as a mediocre 

design, suitable only for close air 

support, more recent research including 

scrutiny of the records of individual 

Allied squadrons indicates that the P-40 

performed surprisingly well as an air 

superiority fighter, at times suffering 

severe losses, but also taking a very 

heavy toll on enemy aircraft. The P-40 

offered the additional advantage of low 

cost, which kept it in production as a 

ground-attack fighter long after it was 

obsolete in the air superiority role. As of 

2008, 19 P-40s were airworthy.  

In the Hanger: 

Props: 

 

 

Most powered model-aircraft, including 

electric, internal-combustion, and 

rubber-band powered models, generate 

thrust by spinning an airscrew. The 

propeller is a type of airscrew and is by 

far the most commonly used device. The 

blades of the rotating propeller push 

against the atmosphere, and by Newton's 

Third Law, the air's reactionary force 

pushes the aircraft. As in full-size 

planes, the propeller's dimensions and 

placement (along the fuselage or wings) 

are factored into the design. In general, 

a large diameter and low-pitch offers 

greater thrust at low airspeed, while a 

small diameter and higher-pitch 

sacrifices thrust for a higher maximum-
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airspeed. In RC aircraft, the builder can 

choose from a wide selection of 

propellers, to tailor the plane's airborne 

characteristics. A mismatched propeller 

will compromise the aircraft's 

airworthiness, and if too heavy, inflict 

undue mechanical wear on the 

powerplant. Scale RC aircraft propellers 

are usually specified as diameter × 

pitch, given in inches. For example, a 

5x3 propeller has a diameter of 5 inches, 

and a pitch of 3 inches. The pitch is the 

distance that the propeller would 

advance if turned through one revolution 

in a solid medium. Additional 

parameters are the number of blades (2 

and 3 are the most common). 

 

There are two different methods to 

transfer rotational-energy from the 

powerplant to the propeller. 

 

With the direct-drive method, the 

propeller is attached directly on the 

engine's spinning crankshaft (or motor-

rotor.) This arrangement is optimum 

when the propeller and powerplant 

share overlapping regions of best 

efficiency (measured in RPM.)  

With the reduction method, the 

crankshaft drives a simple transmission, 

which is usually a simple gearbox 

containing a pinion and spur gear. The 

transmission decreases the output RPM 

by the gear ratio (thereby also 

increasing output torque by 

approximately the same ratio). 

Reduction-drive is common on larger 

aircraft and aircraft with 

disproportionately large propellers. On 

such powerplant arrangements, the 

transmission serves to match the 

powerplant's and propeller's optimum 

operating RPM. Geared propellers were 

once used very commonly on electric 



motors, but with the advent of brushless 

motors are rarely seen.  

In some designs of aircraft, the propeller 

is replaced by a ducted fan unit. In jet-

powered or ducted fan scale aircraft, the 

engine is a single-piece assembly with 

no user-changeable parts. The turbine-

wheel spins at extremely high speed 

(>150,000 RPM), limiting most 

adjustments to the original factory. 

 

Ornithopters are aircraft that may have 

a similar physical shape to a plane, but 

do not use airscrews at all. In 

ornithopters, the reciprocating-motion of 

the wing structure imitates the flapping-

wings of living birds, producing both 

thrust and lift. 

 

[edit] Propeller selectionDifferences in 

propellers can drastically change flight 

characteristics, even if nothing else on 

the craft changes. Changes in pitch or 

length can adjust thrust but will also 

adjust the amount of strain on the 

powerplant. A prop with more blades 

creates more thrust if the prop turns at 

the same speed. 

 

Some tips for propeller selection: 

 

If a plane's cowl is low to the ground 

during takeoff or landing (short or no 

landing gear), a shorter prop with more 

blades can replace a longer prop and 

provide equal thrust.  

The more air the prop moves, the more 

thrust is provided. A prop with a steeper 

pitch and/or wider blade will displace 

more air at the same speed. The more 

air displaced in each rotation, the more 

responsive the craft is in regard to its 

relative weight. 3D flyers require more 

air displacement in order to support the 

weight of the craft. A narrow prop with 

high pitch that may be used for racing 



can displace a lot of air at high RPMs 

but may not create enough displacement 

per rotation to be used for a higher drag 

bi-plane of the same wingspan.  

If a prop is too long and/or too heavy, it 

can create a gyro effect which will 

counteract yaw and pitch and make the 

craft less responsive. A little gyro effect 

can be beneficial for stability, so this 

needs to be determined on a craft by 

craft basis. 

Letters to the editor: 

 
Hi Shawn,  

 

In the last newsletter you mentioned that 

you are going to write about propeller 

balancing. I thought I would write down 

one of my learning’s: 

 

Let me first mention that I only fly 

electrics and that I don't balance electric 

slow fly props I use on EPP foamies. On 

my 48" and 60" electric planes however 

a good balancing job can make the prop 

run much smoother. For a while I just 

balanced until both blades were equal 

and the prop would come to rest 

horizontal. That was not adequate. So I 

started to add medium CA and kicker to 

the light side of the hub until the prop 

would stay at rest in any orientation I put 

it in. I am much happier with the results 

now. 

 

Martin 

 

 

 

This last months meeting was a full 

house. Looks like the club is growing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Show & Tell: 



 

Giant Fusion  

Ryan Colman brought in his new Giant 

fomie, WOW this thing is huge..he plans 

on putting  large electric motor in it. I 

can’t waite to see this monster fly. 

 

40% Extra 150cc. 

Ryan also has a new giant scale gasser 

that he flew at the field this month. I was 

there and was blown away. This summer 

looks like we will have some big stuff 

hitting the field. 

 

Last words: 

Well guys looks like Spring is springing 

so it’s time to start flying.  

Hopefully we can get a few days of 

sunshine inbetween rain showers. I have 

noticed some of you have been flying 

allready. Way to go… 

There is still no news on the new field. 

As soon as I hear something I will post it 

here.  

Remember that we are now live on 

Facebook so get on there and like us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Month: 



 

Control line flying 

I’ll take a closer look into control line 

flying. If any of you have any words of 

wisdom on this type of flying please e-

mail me and fill me in.  

That’s it for now till nex time fly safe 

and have fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classified: 

 

1.   

no listings at this time 

 

Hey guys the Classified section looks 

kinda thin…let me know if you want 

to sell something…. 

ShawnBarney@comcast.net 

 

Just a quick remindre that TEAM T-

shirts are for sale, Talk to Martin to 

purchase yours today. $15.00 
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